Perform It! Prepares for Spring Production of
Twelfth Night

Get ready for our 2008 spring produc-
tion of Twelfth Night,one of Will
Shakespeare’s most convoluted and
light-hearted comedies. We are setting
the play at the turn of the ®@entury

and adding many whimsical elements
to the production. A number of area art-
ists are collaborating with students to
create a unique and lively Shakespeare
production. Set design, taught by
painter Peter Ferber, is taking on a
whole new look. Students are learning
to interpret the set in different ways,
keeping in mind our limitations with
theater space.

Composers Dan Hyman and Greg
Lindland are working on the music for
the show to give it an ethereal quality
while emphasizing the whimsical na-
ture of the script. This year we are cre-
ating wild creatures who inhabit the
magical island of lllyria. Muralist
Tammy Hale and artists Corina Wil-
lette and Katrina Lindland, with help
from students, are creating the gauzy
wings of fantastical seabirds and the
shaggy manes and tails of wild ponies,
dancers who come and go between
scenes. Producer Marybeth Wadlinger
is working to keep everyone on track
while Stephany Cameron, Catherine
Dion, and Diane Gronski head up the
enormous task of costume design.
Many seamstresses are at work with
costume construction.
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are honing their skills and rehears Inside this Issue:

ing long hours to flesh out their Twelfth Night 1
stage characters. Everyone is so
busy. It is a wild and fun place to
be!” Performance dates are May 1, Visit to England
2, and 3 at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday,
May 4, at 2:00 p.m. Tickets are
available afrhe Country Bookseller Meet the Actors
in Wolfeboro, by calling 569-6401, | oAjumni

or by emailing performit@verizon.
net.
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In Memory

“The show is taking shape,” says direc
tor Jan Helling Croteau. “Student actor
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Warm Thanks to the Governor Wentworth Arts Counal!

We were recently surprised by a generous grant  us as they work to support the arts in Wolfeboro.
from the Governor Wentworth Arts Councilto be  We are indeed fortunate to have them in our com-
used for our spring production. The Arts Council munity. Thank you, Governor Wentworth Arts

has been most generous over the years, and we  Council!

would like to thank them for always remembering

Perform It! Receives Anothekward
Honored by the New England Theatre ConferenceéhaWoss Hart Award

For the third time since 2000, Perform It! Stage
Company has received an award from the Moss

Hart Award Committee for excellence in theater
productions. The most recent award was given for
our 2007 spring show ofhe Merry Wives of Wind-
sor. Director Jan Helling Croteau and five students
attended the New England Theatre Conference last
November. They participated in acting workshops
during the day and then attended the formal awards
banquet in the evening. The students accepted the
award on behalf of everyone at Perform It! Each
student came forward and addressed the audience of
theater professionals from all over New England

and New York, representing the stage company with
confidence and poise. We are indeed fortunate to be
recognized by the New England Theatre Confer-

ence. Thank you, Moss Hart Award Committee! Director Jan Helling Croteau accompanied by students at
' ' ' the NETC Awards Banquet

Putting the “Fun” Back in Fundrasing

Our Christmas wreath fundraiser show. Since our playbills are exten-  into the community to sell ads. |
was our most successful to date. sive and reach over 800 people in think it's really fun and a cool
The students sold a total of 200 the course of five days, buying an ad way to help Perform It!”
wreaths this past Christmas season, makes good business sense as well

and we raised enough money to as supports Wolfeboro’s one and

keep the wolf away from the door  only Shakespeare theater company.

for another few months. Students  Last year we sold 86 ads to area

and their moms rolled up their businesses, and we hope we can do

sleeves and put forth a Herculean  as well again this year. Our ad cam-

effort to make and sell our beautiful paign is our major annual fundraiser.

Perform It! wreaths. Many in the Students are instructed in how to ap-

community bought wreaths, and we proach businesses with professional-

are grateful for their support. ism and courtesy. One of our stu-
dents recently exclaimed, “Every-
Right now our students are selling one is so nice to us whenever we go Wreaths made to order

ads for our playbill for the spring




Visiting Will Shakespeare’s Old StompinGrounds

Our Director Spends Time in London and Sti@atd-Upon-Avon

In September Jan Helling
Croteau and her husband,
Richard, ventured across
the pond to England where
they visited London and
basked in the glory of
Stratford-upon-Avon. “The
trip was magnificent,”

Globe Theatre, London

she told us. “l saw every-
thing | could possibly see in
the few days | spent in
Will's hometown. Being in
his birthplace and attending
plays at the Globe Theater
and at the Royal Shake-
speare Theatre was an ex-

perience | shall never forget.

Royal Shakespeare Company | gained new insight about
Theatre in Stratford-upon-Avon

our man Will, and | really got a sense of
his stage characters after talking with
many Brits and enjoying their wonderful
sense of humor and warm hospitality. |
hope to go back someday as England is a
beautiful country brimming with his-

tory.”

New Place, Shakespeare’s estate in Stratford

In Memory of Peterriend

“[We] that loved him with the excellence
That angels love good men

This past December Perform It! was
deeply saddened by the passing of

Jan Helling Croteau and scholar
Barbara Wilson to bring the com-

our dear friend and colleague, Peter
Friend. As a retired English teacher,
Peter took great interest in our entire
organization and helped us in many

ways. Students loved his open and

playful manner.

He served on our board of directors
from August 2001 through July

munity our Intergenerational Shake-
speare Project, which brought teens
and people of the community to-
gether to discuss Shakespeare’s
plays in the springs of 2000 to 2003.

Perform It! was greatly enriched by
his generous spirit, his probing
mind, and his lively nature. We

2003. He also collaborated with

treasure the memories of his time

Peter helping facilitate the Intergenera-  With US.
tional Shakespeare Project




Derika Church

In April of 2005, with my family and friends, | went to
see Perform It!'s production dthe TempestThe show

was amazing, and | thought it incredible that the whole

Perform It! is my second family. Our shows would
not be half as astonishing as they are without our
fantastic director, Jan Helling Croteau. She always
believes in all of us to do our best and is always
there when any one of us has a problem or just
needs a hug.

Perform It! is a place where the whole family can
join in and help. | have seen dads help build sets,
moms sew the gorgeous costumes, and little broth-
ers and sisters come and cheer up the place. Be-
sides helping young people overcome the fear of
being in front of an audience, we are learning about
William Shakespeare himself. Every time we do a
play, it is not just learning our lines and our block-
ing—it is learning the time period and learning

cast was a bunch of kids my age. It has now been three more about this marvelous man who wrote so many

years since | joined Perform IMuch Ado About Noth-
ing was my first year, thefihe Merry Wives of Wind-
sor,and nowTwelfth Night. It has been unbelievable.
I've made so many friends, and | feel as though

renowned plays. Everyone needs a place where
they feel comfortable and welcome, and from the
moment | joined Perform It!, it was my place.

Perform It! has helped me in so many ways. I've asiasen really nervous about gef
ting on stage and speaking, but Perform It! has helpe® imeercome that. If someong
suggests that | start speaking in front of a crowd, | ptynget butterflies and start
shaking my head. But Perform It! has taught me to jusagéhere and do it! Every-
body is helpful and friendly. It's so nice to know that yeifitve other actors care about
you. This is my seventh year in Perform It! and I'meatly thinking about next year.
All the mothers put so much effort into this, whichisazing. | think Perform It!
would be a great experience for anybody. | will alwamember the many years I've

been in Perform It!

Angela Lawrence-Hurt

This is my & year in Perform It! | have played one of the merry
folk of Arden, a lord, groundling spirit, Conrade, a agor, and
this year | am the captain irwelfth Night | liked being a
groundling because we got to crawl around on the stage. donra
was my very first speaking part, and it was funny becauseen
of my lines | had to yell really loudly, "You are ass#' Trying

to do that with a straight face is hard. Trust mefdPer It! has
done a lot for me. | am learning lots of communicatiorssKn-
guage skills, and how to work together in a group. My fésori
parts are: working on stage, performing, hanging out wigmés
and attending the fall classes. I'm looking forward toymaore

Almon Evans

years doing Perform It!




| cherish each memory, each No matter what, the girls will

joke with. No one who

fort that goes into making

Travis Lawrence-Hurt

performance, and each friend always tease the guys for hav-
I've had the pleasure to work ing to wear makeup, and the
with, and behind the scenes, guys will always complain

about having to wear tights.

watches our performances cal Throughout the years, Perform
comprehend the immense ef- It! has maintained a welcom-

ing attitude towards anyone

them possible. Each year the who joins the group. No mat-
costume ladies create some o ter what prior background a
the most extraordinary outfits person may have, or where
| have ever had the pleasure ¢ Perform It! rehearses, those
wearing. Each year the stu-
dents sacrifice their time and be a part of it know that, when

who are fortunate enough to

stretch their acting capabilities we take a final bow with the

to the limit. And each year

ring of applause in our ears, all

Perform It! has been a huge part of gyr director pushes her sanity the work and stress will have

my grOWing up. To select the best to the edge_ Some things

been worthwhile. It will be a

times I've had over the past seven never change about Perform sad day when | hang up my

years would be well nigh impossi-

ble. what | like best.

| was dismayed when my mother
told me that she had signed my
brothers and me up for a theater
group. | was a shy kid, and | knew |
would have to break out of my

shell, or else | would be miserable.
With the help and encouragement
of all my fellow actors and our awe-
some and incredibly patient direc-
tor, Jan, | was finally able to shake
off my shy self and open up. This
has helped me to make great friends
with many of the actors and ac-
tresses and has also helped me il This is now my fourth year with
teract with strangers and handle perform It!, and each year my
new situations.

Clint Powell

It! and perhaps that’s part of

character has varied quite a bit.

tights for good!

In last year's playlThe Merry
Wives of Windsoi played Sir
Hugh Evans. He has been my
favorite character up to this
point (probably having to do
with the fact that my voice had
finally changed). | am looking
forward to replacing my old
favorite by playing Orsino in
this year'sTwelfth Night | owe
many thanks to Jan and all the
moms who coordinate this
great program and make it hap-
pen. I'm also grateful that my
mom signed me up against my
will that first year!




Randy Lawrence-Hurt was a Per-
form It! actor for six years and is
best known for his roles &ene-
dick in Much Ado About Nothing
andTrinculoin The TempestHe

is currently a full-time student at
the University of New Hampshire,
majoring in political science.

It all started with a single phone call
around the middle of May, mere hours
before | was to return to UNH and be-
gin that yearly mortification of the
mind known as "finals." No less than
the Associate Dean of the Liberal Arte

Department of UNH rung to see if | all sorts of bureaucracy-inspired pa

was still interested in the study-abroa PErwork, and obtain a slightly clear
program | had applied to, and been p idea of where Budapest was and
on a back-up list for, two months or s/ What Ianguage was spoken there. (|
earlier. There had been several drop- Case you're wondering, the answers
outs at the last minute, and | was nex &€ Hungary and Hungarian.) After
on the list to be admitted. | agreed to that, it was more a matter of work-
meet the next afternoon to discuss it. 9. and preparing for the day | was
Three months later, | was on a plane O leave everything familiar behind,
Budapest. And if that sounds like a  @nd see what life was like seven
rather breakneck pace at which to ap thousand miles away.

proach something as complicated as

Randy Lawrence-Hurt

through London and on to Budapest)
was overbooked, and | had to spend
two and one-half hours in line to get
on another flight. This one would
take me through Stockholm, then
Vienna, before finally regurgitating
me into Budapest twenty-six hours
later. | arrived in Stockholm at the
expected time, but thunderstorms
over Vienna delayed my arrival
there. The countryside surrounding
the Austrian capital is one of the
most beautiful I've ever flown over,
and the outlying towns hint of old
carriages and Mozart. Alas, how-
ever, | was greeted with an empty
derminal, my flight having already
departed or been cancelled, depend-
{ng on whom you asked. After sev-
eral hours on the road between Vi-
enna and Budapest, | finally arrived
at my apartment, a solid twenty-four
hours later than | was supposed to.

But for the most part, the next four
months were significantly more en-
joyable. Budapest is a beautiful city,
Hungarians are a fascinating people

| knew | was in for an unforgettable . L
study-abroad program, let me assure g possessing a fascinating culture, and

was—particularly the first month,

adventure when my flight out of

| saw many sights, met many peo-

wherein | had to get my passport, file Boston (which was to take me _
continued nextepag

Perform It! is a 501(c)(3) organization. Your tax-deduetittbnation helps Perform It! use the works of William
Shakespeare to provide theater projects that build bridgeedrepeople of all ages in our community

Name:
Address: Your tax-deductible donations can be made to:
Perform It! Young People’s
Stage Company
P. O. Box 2093
Phone: Wolfeboro, NH 03894
e-malil: (603) 569-5067

Thank you!




Randy (continued

& ) Brewster Comes to Our Rescue
ple, and enjoyed many experiences which have
shaped my life in dramatic ways. I've drunk coffee “Good people, to bring a rescue or two!”
in Vienna, swum in the Adriatic Sea, stood amid the
ruins of Uqurhart Castle in Scotland, walked on A few days before we were scheduled to start rehears-
cobblestone streets in Krakow, seen the furnaces o g|s, we found that we did not have a theater space to
Auschwitz, and walked through London. I've met  work in due to The Village Players’ renovations on their
Hungarians, Croatians, Slovakians, Brits, Austra- theater. Yikes! Because we are such a big group, requir-

Iians,'ScotS, Belg'ians, Germqns, POleS, It.alians, mg a lot of space and time whenever we are in re-
Spaniards, Brazilians, Argentines, Canadians, and hearsal, we were at a crisis point. We called Bob Si-
Austrians. I've gotten |OSt, had ﬂlghtS Cance”ed, moneau at Brewster Academy' and they gracious|y

been robbed, had luggage confiscated, and learnec came to our rescue, allowing us to use Anderson Hall
more in four months than | thought was possible.  yntil The Village Players’ renovations are completed.
And, given a choice, I'd do it all over again. We are so grateful for their help.

In a way, all I had learned in Perform It! came to  “The building is beautiful, full of light, and very clean
fruition in Europe—confidence in strange situa- and spacious. We are so fortunate to have the use of it,
tions, the ability to improvise well on a moment's  and we would like to thank Brewster for accommodat-
notice, the willingness to work with people | hardly jng our needs when we were homeless!” comments
knew, and the ability to read body language. These Marybeth Wadlinger, the show's producer.
all became vitally important, and eventually second
nature. And all were first taught to me on that small “We look forward to returning to The V|||age P|ayers
stage in downtown Wolfeboro, where a few dedi-  after their spring show. The Village Players put a lot of
cated adults, several talented teens, and a support- york into the building renovations, and I think it will be
ing cast of dozens impressed on me that the world fantastic when the second phase of their building pro-
truly is a stage, and I should make the most of my ject is complete. Until then, we are grateful to Bstaw
entrances and exits. Academy and very fortunate to live in a community that
so values the arts,” she added.

Talent Show Culminates Fall Cézes

“A rare talent”

Over 140 family, friends, and alumni of Perform It! atted our annual Christmas Talent Show. The lively pro-
duction included original piano music, songs, dances, a bfsifter tango, a stirring soliloquy, several highly
imaginative skits, and snippets of scenes taken from sexfehlakespeare’s plays. Thirty-two students partici-
pated. After the performance we shared Christmas coakienjoyed a great family time together.







