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  Excitement is mounting as 48 stu-
dents ranging in age from five to 18 
and their parents get ready for the 
biggest production Perform It! has 
ever produced. 
  Since the end of February, our 
young actors have been engaged in 
rehearsals three days a week, put-
ting forth their best efforts to bring 
to the community William Shake-
speare’s The Tempest. Jan Helling 
Croteau’s original adaptation is 
geared for audiences of all ages. 
The original language is intact while 
the play has been edited for length, 
and narration has been added for 
clarity.  
  The Tempest is a fantastical story 
set on a magical island in the Medi-
terranean Sea. This year’s play is 
narrated by six Sea Spirits who 
come out of the waters soon after a 
raging storm (the tempest) that has 
demolished a royal ship at sea. The 
Sea Spirits tell the plot of the story 
so that younger members of the au-
dience can understand the play.   
  Our play has a few twists. Pros-
pero, usually played by a man, has 
been turned into a woman’s part, 
played by Diana Evans who be-
comes a powerful sorceress onstage. 
Ariel, the spirit of the air and a ser-
vant to Prospero, has been divided 

into three female roles played by  
Nicole Lindland, Abbie Powell 
and Taylor Wilson. The Ariels 
have a group of spirits who dance 

with them throughout the play. 
Tim Manning portrays Caliban, the 
wicked beast of the island, and his 
army of groundling spirits are 
played by the younger boys of the 
company. 
  With such a large cast and crew, 
the theater is buzzing with excite-
ment as everyone works toward 
the production. At any one time 
there are between 60 to 65 people 
working onstage with the play, in 
the side room on costumes, back 
stage with painting the set or being 
coached on their lines in the front 
lobby. Having such a big produc-
tion requires a lot of work, which 
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    Our 2005 Production in Full Swing�

results in a lot of fun. 
  The play is a feast for the 
eyes. The set is very mystical 
with lots of surprises, the cos-
tumes are unforgettable, and 
the music spellbinding. The 
play has lots of action, lots of 
dancing, and lots of good act-
ing!  
  This year’s production has 
original music composed and 
performed by Greg Lindland 
and Becky Marsh. The cos-
tumes, set, and props are a col-
laboration between students 
and parents, making The Tem-
pest a unique family theater 
experience. 
  The show is produced by 
Marybeth Wadlinger and is 
directed by Jan Helling Cro-
teau. The performances are 
April 28, 29, 30, and May 1 at 
The Village Players theater on 
Glendon Street in Wolfeboro. 
For ticket information, please 
call  569-5067.              



   
 
  I have been doing Perform It! since I was six years old and I’ve enjoyed 
every minute of it.  Jan has taught me so much over the years and she is a 
wonderful person to be around.  Our spring performance is one of the high-
lights of my year.  I love hanging out with other homeschoolers who love 
drama as much as I do.  Perform It! has been an amazing experience for me 
and I hope to continue it all through high school. 
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Abbie  

   I had a blast doing our last performance, Love’s La-
bour’s Lost.  I have been doing Perform It! since I was 
six and I am going to do it until I graduate.  Our director, 
Jan Croteau, is awesome at working with children doing 
Shakespeare—and other drama skills, too.  I have a lot 
of fun being around everybody because they are funny 
and fun to do skits with.  I love acting on stage—
especially Shakespeare! 

                        Nicole  

  My experience with Perform It! has been life-
changing—mostly because of the amazingly beautiful-
hearted people.  When I started, I wasn’t uncomfort-
able because all the kids were so anxious to be friends 
and so was I.  Our director, Jan Croteau, is more than 
just a director.  Jan is our leader, our inspiration, and 
most of all she is always our friend.  I needn’t forget 
the board, however.  They are the people who take 
notes, plan all the details, help us with our lines and so 
much more.  Without them, we’d be lost!  I can’t leave 
out the moms either.  They are everything to us.  They 
sew costumes, do make-up, participate in everything, 
and they plan all the great pot-luck dinners.  I’ve real-
ized over the last four years that I’ve been here in this 
group, we kids are not just friends, we are family.  The 
day that the performance finally arrives, I am so nerv-
ous, but my friends help me to relax and stop shaking.  
I am very proud to be a part of Perform It!  And I will 
be proud of it for years to come. 

                                   Julie 
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AS YOU LIKE IT 

2003 

                    

                                 Emily 

  One of the many important things I have learned in Perform It! is to be confident.  My first year I got 
really nervous.  This last year, even though some embarrassing things happened that would have really 
scared me a few years before, I was never afraid to go on stage.  One of the things that amazes me in Per-
form It! is how everyone praises and is kind to each other.  During rehearsals and performances, you never 
hear a negative word.  Jan is amazing in how she keeps everyone happy.  Also, it’s fun to be with a mix of 
kids.  I never usually get to be with six-year olds, teenagers, and kids my age at the same time. 
  Not all of Perform It! is fun.  Last year, one of the narrators forgot a line.  It was terrifying—I couldn’t 
breathe for a few seconds and I felt slightly faint.  Usually I never notice the audience, but then they seemed 
all around me.  It seemed like five minutes before one of the other narrators filled in the line and we went 
on like nothing ever happened.  Later I found out it had only been eight seconds, but when I watch the 
movie of the play and we get to that scene, I always close my eyes and get that feeling of being surrounded 
by people staring at me!  

                    

  I’ve been in four plays in all, and each one has been so much fun.  But Love’s Labour’s Lost was more chal-
lenging and even more fun than the others.  I was surprised and delighted when I heard that I was Lucia, one 
of the four narrators.  My character was witty, flirtatious, hard-working, and full of pranks and spunk.  It was 
an interesting role to play.  I had a lot more lines than I had had in the previous years, which was both daunt-
ing and exciting at the same time.  It was helpful that one of my friends, Emily, was one of the other narra-
tors.  I’ve made a lot of good friends of all ages and sizes at Perform It!  And it has been a pleasure to work 
with our director, Jan Croteau, who brings out our best acting skills and encourages us so wonderfully.  I’m 
proud to work with all the moms and students in Perform It! 

                                 Abigail 

          Emily Marsh (left) and Abigail Powell (right) as narrators in  Love’s Labour’s Lost. 
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�               Maggie 

and Mrs. Croteau will give us some enlightenment. Eventu-
ally, all of the students will understand what we’re really 
saying and that is when we can act to our highest capability. 
But to help you, the audience, understand the difficult Eliza-
bethan style dialogue, there are narrators to help elaborate 
upon the story so that confusion will not come upon you. 
  As a former "mumbler" myself, I credit Perform It! Young 
People’s Stage Co. as one of the facets that helped build my 
confidence. When I started going to Perform It!, I was 12 
and my first role was a dancer. I just danced and then waited 
backstage until the bows. Even though I didn’t realize it 
then, I didn’t have the capability or talent to perform a larger 
part. Each year my part got larger, though, growing with me 
as I grew. In Love’s Labour’s Lost and in As You Like It, I 
was fortunate enough to have the lead female role. This year 
I find that my part in the chorus of sprites has its own set of 
challenges with body language and movement. After this 
year I will have to bid adieu, because I am a senior now. 
However, I know that in my absence there will be another 
girl to take my place, growing with her part as she herself 
grows. As the great Bard once wrote with his quill: 
" All the world's a stage, 
And all the men and women merely players. 
They have their exits and their entrances…." 
                                            As You Like It, Act 2, Scene 7 
  To all of you who came and watched the performances: 
thank you for coming. My fellow actors and I are very grate-
ful. Without audiences, most actors wouldn’t perform. With-
out Shakespearean theater companies like ours, Shakespeare 
and the history around it, would eventually taper off and dis-
appear. 

��When some people hear the word "Shakespeare" 
they automatically think of beautiful, compelling 
Elizabethan poetry.  They may experience confusion, 
especially when they hear that a young people’s stage 
company is performing it. They might think of mum-
bling little kids endeavoring to pronounce difficult 
words in awkward phrases, but Perform It! Young 
People’s Stage Co. is different. I’ll try to tell you 
without bias.  
  The mumbling part is taken care of by "warm-ups" 
and various voice exercises that we start in the fall 
and carry out until the last day of performances. The 
Elizabethan hurdle is taken care of by reading the 
script over and over again. At any point, we can just 
randomly say, "Wait, what in the world am I saying?" 

Perform It! Junior 

                           Annie 

     For the last two years I participated in Encore, Jr. 
(Perform It!, Jr.) It is a lot of fun and here are some of the 
reasons why.  I want to be in the Shakespeare play with 
my friend, Elizabeth, but I have to wait until I am ten years 
old.  By doing Encore, Jr., I can learn how to act and know 
where to go on the stage without having to wait so long.  
Jan has us do small skits so we can practice what we 
learned.  It is a lot of fun because I get to meet new people, 
learn about the play, and do skits. 
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  Perform It! Young People’s Stage Company and 
the School’s Out! Program at Ossipee Central 
School joined together in a partnership to provide 
Shakespearean theater to Ossipee students in the fall 
of 2003. 
 
  Jan Croteau has instructed two programs at Ossipee 
School for the after school program.  In 2003, the 
students performed Love’s Labour’s Lost and were 
thrilled to participate in the program.  They per-
formed their play in front of their fellow students 
and family members during the school day. 
 
  This year, students performed As You Like It, and 
we wanted to make it a little bit bigger and add an 
evening performance.  In order to offer the evening 
performance, funds needed to be raised to cover the 
additional costs of staffing and practices.  Perform 
It! agreed to fundraise and offset the costs for our 
after school program. 
 
 
 
 

  The students worked for nine weeks, one day 
per week, to learn their characters and perfect 
their lines.  They completed activities in their 
scripts and learned about life in the times of 
Shakespeare.  They designed their own signs to 
advertise the performance and placed them 
around the school to invite classmates, family, 
and friends. 
 
  The performance was truly a success and the 
students reveled in their newly acquired roles as 
performers of Shakespearean theater.  The par-
ents, students, and school staff who attended the 
show were impressed by the performance and the 
boost of confidence and self-esteem demon-
strated by the students involved. 
 
  We look forward to continuing to build upon 
our partnership with Perform It!, and the students 
are already inquiring about when their next op-
portunity to “perform” may be.  
             ~Jen Remmetter, Program Coordinator 
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School’s Out! Program  
Ossipee Central School 
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Your tax-deductible donation helps Perform It! to use the works of William Shakespeare to provide theater 

projects that build bridges between people of all ages in our community.   
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     Name:__________________________________ 
  Address:__________________________________ 
               __________________________________ 
               __________________________________
           
    Phone:__________________ 
    e-mail:__________________                       

Perform It! is a 501(c)(3) organization.  
Your tax deductible donations can be 
made to: 
 

Perform It! Young People’s  
Stage Company 
P. O. Box 2093 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 
(603) 569-5067 
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The cast of Love’s Labour’s Lost 2004 
 

                      Got Shakespearphobia?  We’ve Got the Cure! 
 
  The Shakespeare Learning Project brings teenagers from our Yearlong Program together with adults in 
our community to enact, debate, and discuss the life themes inherent in Shakespeare’s plays.  Each spring 
we study the play just performed by the Yearlong students.  This intergenerational learning project, funded 
by grant money from the Marriott Foundation, is offered to the community free of charge.  Many of the par-
ticipants comment on the joy of being with teens and learning about Shakespeare and theater, while the stu-
dents report gaining invaluable knowledge through the wisdom of the participants. 
     Join us this June when we offer four lively classes to discuss the life themes in The Tempest.  Location 
and times will be announced in the Granite State News.  For more information, contact Jan Croteau at  
569-5067. 
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The Russian Theater Bridge 

Project began last spring when 
Perform It! collaborated with the 
nonprofit organization called 
Access to Ideas.  Jeannie Ferber 
and Nikolai Arjanikov visited 
students from the Yearlong Pro-
gram and initiated a telephone 
bridge with Russian theater stu-
dents.  We are in touch with stu-
dents who are part of a theater 
organization similar to ours.  
Jeannie Ferber contacts the stu-
dents in Russia and acts as trans- 
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What Is  
The Tempest 

 About?     
  

  Prospero, the royal duke of Milan, has devoted too much of his time studying his books instead of ruling 
his people.  The evil Antonio, Prospero’s brother, takes advantage of Prospero’s neglected dukedom and 
usurps his brother’s power.  In the night, Antonio orders his henchmen to capture Prospero and his three- 
year-old daughter, Miranda, force them aboard a leaky vessel, and push them out to sea.  Gonzalo, a loyal 
and wise counsellor, secretly intervenes and saves Prospero and Miranda from certain death.  Gonzalo pro-
vides them with a small, but seaworthy vessel; fills it with books, clothing, food and water; and helps them 
to escape. 
     Prospero and Miranda find their way to a  deserted island in the Mediterranean Sea, where their only 
companions are Ariel, a spirit of the air, and Caliban, a beastly creature of the darkness.  For 12 years Pros-
pero and Miranda survive on the island.  During that time Prospero has learned to use powerful magic to 
control the spirits around her. 
     One day, on the horizon, Prospero spies a ship and  through his powers finds that the passengers are none 
other than the King of Naples and the evil Antonio.  Prospero conjures a storm that brings the ship to the is-
land, making it crash upon the rocks while sparing each person on board.  As the play opens, the tempest has 
frightened Miranda, washed  Prospero’s enemies ashore, and stirred  the spirits of the island. 
     Our production diverts from the original in that our Prospero is a woman, mother to Miranda and a pow-
erful sorceress.  Ariel is played by three actors, and Caliban travels with an army of “groundling spirits.”  
Our play is narrated by six sea nymphs who appear out of the water and tell us the haunting tale of William 
Shakespeare’s The Tempest. 
 

������                                                                                                                                 ���������������������������������������������������� ���
��������  

lator as the students talk about      
their lives, the plays they have per-
formed, and how they train for the 
stage.  We hope to soon be hooked 
up to a video-internet connection 
so that we can perform scenes for 
each other.  We plan to perform the 
same scenes from Shakespeare and 
then talk about our different inter-
pretations.  Twelve of our students 
are enrolled in the Russian Club 
and we are learning Russian so that 
we can communicate directly with 
the students. 
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            P. O. Box 2093 
            Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


